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Defenders  of  idealist  interpretations  have  typically  seen  Leibniz’s 
metaphysics as being driven principally by an immaterial account of 
substance and a metaphysical analysis that bottoms out in immaterial, 
mind-like simples.2 Intense scrutiny of Leibniz’s texts and arguments 
                                                                  
to lend further support to both                                        
This  puzzling  fact  has  recently  led  some  commentators  to  suppose 
that Leibniz was of two minds about the fundamental ontology of the 
created world: either he changed his view on the nature of substance, 
or, for a long stretch of his career, he simply did not have “a settled 
position on the matter” as to “whether it’s all mind or soul, or whether 
there is something in the world that goes beyond” (Garber 2005, 106).3 
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God, human beings served as examples not just of substances but of 
created  substances,6  and,  unlike  animals,  human  beings  remained 
uncontroversial examples of substances even among those who could 
suppose that animals are nothing more than cleverly arranged bits of 
matter on an ontological par with watches and windmills.7 Leibniz 
                                                                            
including Adam, Judas, and himself, for uncontroversial examples of 
created substances, and insisting, in his correspondence with de Volder, 
on searching for a notion of substance “according to which you and I 
and others are counted as substances” (G II 232).
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invoked paradigms including living animals, human beings, and God.5 
Among  such  paradigms,  the  example  of  human  beings  appears  to 
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